
Garden wins top award!  
It is Official! Helmsley Walled Garden is the best in Yorkshire! 

HELMSLEY WALLED GARDEN NEWSLETTER 

In September we were awarded a Yorkshire Rose Gold and named the overall winner of the Country House, 

Estate, Parks and Garden Category of Yorkshire in Bloom. 

Norman Potter, Senior Gardener, created a stunning her-

baceous border (the Hot Border) which took the judges 

breath away. They also commented on the other new de-

velopments within the garden, especially the Physic gar-

den, Ginneyõs sensory garden and the Mediterranean gar-

den which was created for Welburn Hall School by Helen 

Hays,  Garden Designer and long time supporter and vol-

unteer at the garden.  

There is no doubt in our minds that this award has been 

achieved by the hard work, commitment and support of 

all our staff, volunteers and friends, to which we owe 

every one of you a HUGE  Thank you.  

We have all been boosted by this fantastic achievement. 

Sadly all the Peopleõs Millions money is now spent but we are working hard to raise more funding in 2010.  

Paws For Thought 

I have become very accustomed to my  life of luxury here at 

the Garden. (Spending most of my days curled up on my cush-

ion in the office!). 

I donõt ask for much in life, but if you have any spare books or 

DVD ôs that  you  no longer have a use for, please bring them 

down to the garden to go on my sale rack. All of the  proceeds 

of these sales go to my upkeep and vets bills. 

Many Thanks,             Boots x 

Come to our Christmas Fayre  

Sunday 6th Decemberñ10.30am to 3pm  
lots of stalls selling local and homemade Christmas 

gifts and lots of tasty treats in the café too!!  

Xmas wreaths and hyacinth bowls will also be 

available throughout December (until the 23rd)  

Autumn 2009 



The trick is to come up with a plant 

that people have not seen before 

and one that they will be captivated 

by and compelled to grow. A single 

plant that can greatly influence peo-

pleõs perception of the garden and 

enhance their visit. This season we 

had three such plants. 

 

The first, a hardy annual, was Vis-

caria Occulata, a dainty little thing 

2 ft tall with wiry stems displaying 

1in. pale lavender and pink flowers 

which seem to hang unsupported in 

the air. It takes up no room at all 

and is particularly good in baskets 

and pots where it will grow through 

neighbouring plants. Easy to grow, 

100% germination, it doesnõt care. 

 

Plant number two was another an-

nual, Chrysanthemum Segatum 

Eastern Star, the Corn Marigold.  

 

Another one that is easy to grow, it 

makes a fairly bushy plant 2 ft tall, 

although it can sprawl a little. It has 

single flowers of primrose yellow 2 

inches across with a chestnut brown 

centre. From a late March sowing it 

flowers from the beginning of June 

until cut down by frost, by which 

time you will probably be sick of it! 

We planted up 70 yards of double 

border this season with 1700 plants 

but more comment and enquiry was 

made about these two plants than 

anything else in the garden.. 

 

Our third most captivating plant 

was a perennial, Agastache Tan-

gerine Dream. This has a nice 

spiky habit of 30ó height with un-

usual soft tangerine/salmon col-

oured tubular flowers that look a 

little like a Penstemon. It started to 

flower in June and was still going 

strong in October. 

 

 Campanula Pyramidalis, the Chim-

ney Bellflower. This is a biennial 

easily grown from seed in either 

blue or white. It will be pot grown 

ultimately a 9ó pot when as the 

name suggests it will be pyramid 

shaped and about 4õ tall covered 

with flowers 2ó across from the rim 

of the pot to its apex. It is grown 

outdoors and then taken inside 

when it begins to flower which it 

will continue to do for about 8 

weeks.  

 

Low light levels indoors do not 

trouble it. Two of these will be in 

the café and although I have not 

seen it myself I have heard that it 

can reach up to 9õ tall. That will dis-

tract attention from Monicaõs menu! 

 

ôBegonia Eleganceõ from the 

ôMillion Kissesõ series. This is a semi 

trailing pink and white plant that 

lives up to its name. It is best seen 

in a mass planting and will be dis-

played in the Orchid House, several 

plants one above the other, cascad-

ing down the three shelves of the 

central section. 

 

Helichrysum, the Strawflower or 

Everlasting Flower. A hardy annual 

grown for cut flowers and drying 

which makes it popular with flower 

arrangers. Growing 3ft tall, the pet-

als have a cellophane like texture a 

purity of glowing colour that makes 

it  very attractive. A good doer, 

flowers for months a cut and come 

again plant, this will accompany Or-

laya in the former foliage border. 

 

I think that one of these will gener-

ate the most interest, although Vis-

caria or Eastern Star will continue to 

be popular. After their success this 

year we shall certainly be growing 

them again next year. 

 

Annuals are greatly 

undervalued simply because 

they are annual; they are 

brilliant, they are easy ð grow  

them! 

 Plants That Please 



In 2002 the restoration of the Orchid 
House was completed and quite 
naturally the building retained its 
original name. This, however, gave 
us a problem at the Walled Garden 
as it raises the expectations of visi-
tors who expect to see a colourful 
display of orchids regardless of the 
time of year that they happen to visit. 
To show and maintain such a display 
would require a fairly extensive range 
of orchids and a back up house 
would be necessary to rest plants 
that had finished flowering as well as 
having to move plants that are about 
to flower into the Orchid House.  

 

This is standard practice for organi-
sations that are serious about display-
ing orchids and puts the venture be-
yond the resources and expertise of 
the Walled Garden. The Orchid 
House is a magnificent building and  
as a visitor attraction we have to get 
the maximum benefit from it. As a 
lesser display of orchids would not 
be up to our standards we do not 
have too many. 

 

Whilst many orchids are not difficult 
to grow they are exacting in their 
requirements if a healthy flowering 
plant is to be maintained. Attention 
has to be paid to temperature, light 
(shading is necessary from as early as 
March) and humidity. I do not know 
how the Victorian gardeners regu-
lated humidity in our Orchid House. 

With the blinds down and windows 
open to reduce summer tempera-
tures, a wet Orchid House floor 
dries in 5 minutes,: less if it is windy. 
The orientation of the house means 
that the doors face East and West 
and a gale blows through it taking 
the pots off the benches at times. 
Even the cat moves out! 

Our experience of growing orchids 
since the restoration of the Orchid 
House has not been particularly 
good. York and Harrogate Orchid 
Society stocked the central section 
of the House with specimens that 
are relatively easy to maintain but 
these have since dwindled to a cou-
ple of dozen miserable looking 
plants with an incurable virus. 

 

So what are we to do? Given the 
desire for a colourful display from 
April to October and an economical 
frost free house only a conservatory 
type display seems the best option. 
This gives us plenty of scope for 
what we can display and allows us to 
ring the changes. Colour and Variety 
is what we need, from ôeverydayõ 
Fuchsias and Begonias to exotic 
plants, ôBrugmansia, Abutilon and 
Banana. Anything really, even the 
odd orchid! 

 

The Garden may be closed for the 
winter, but remember the shop is 

still open Monday to Friday, selling 
jams, honey and unusual gift ideas! 

The Orchid House 

What to do? 

Summer in the  

Garden  

Welburn Hall Special School come 

regularly to the garden and help 

Throughout the summer  Art 

Classes have been held in the 

Orchid House and Community 

Room 

We have had a bumper harvest 

this year with fruit galore. Noth-

ing went to waste thoughñsome 

fabulous apple chutney was make 

by Monica and the grapes have 

been pressed and will soon be 

ready for drinking! 


